Welcome to Cologne! Welcome to the Gay Games!

Another exciting dance feast for same-sex dancers, their
families and friends!

We thank the organisers of this fantastic event and especially
the Colognhe ancesport Organising Committee and the
many volunteers working hard for us to have a great time!

In the following lines you will find a brief update on the work
and plans of ESSDA for 2010-11 and some very important
news.

To all of you who have come from afar to be at the Games,
may you have a wonderful time and make many friends. And
last but not least... best of luck!

ESSDA’s AGM!

Many of you joined us at our Annual General Meeting
(AGM) held on Monday 2 August 2010, at 7pm at the
Maritim Hotel. Thank you for being there. Those who
missed it will have an opportunity to read some of the
issues discussed in this Newsletter.

IMPORTANT!
PAYMENT of FEES

The 2009 AGM decided to introduce membership
fees of €10. You can pay your fee during the
competition, please contact Davy or Angelo. Your
fee will be valid until 31.07.2011.

Otherwise it may be done by bank transfer (please
notify davy@essda.eu if you are using this form of
payment):

Dexia, Belgiélei, 2018 Antwerp, Belgium
Account No: 068-2510049-07

IBAN: BE74-0682-5100-4907

BIC: GKCCBEBB

Thank you for your support!

From Angelo Berbotto, General Secretary and Chair of the
Outreach Committee (COC):

ESSDA has made considerable progress this year and | am
very happy to announce that they signs are out there that
same-sex dancing continues to grow in Europe and it has a
healthy future. You will find interesting information in this
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newsletter. Please remember that this is your Association
and we are delighted to hear from members.

Enjoy the Games! Angelo -- angelo@essda.eu

From Davy Brocatus, Treasurer

Dear Members of ESSDA,

Membership fees were introduced at last year's AGM. Your
€10 membership fee will ensure that ESSDA is able to
continue its work. Some of you have already paid your
membership fees promptly... to those thinking about joining or
renewing your membership, let me tell you that ESSDA, as
the umbrella organisation for same-sex dancing, is
instrumental in ensuring the sound development and quality of
same-sex dancing into the future.

We sincerely hope that you appreciate the goals achieved so
far and that you will support ESSDA by renewing your
membership. | wish you all a very succesful Gay Games!

Davy - davy@essda.eu

Upcoming competitions:

25.09.2010 Vienna Dance Contest 2010

02.10.2010 UK Fun Competition, London

09.10.2010 Equality-Turnier, Cologne

06.11.2010 Hamburger Equalityturnier

30.12.2010 Nordic Open 2010 - Copenhagen
29.01.2011 Grand Prix - Dusseldorf

29.01.2011 Melbourne Midsumma Festival Dance Cats
05.02.2011 International dance competition Utrecht
19.02.2011 Pink Jukebox Trophy - London

26.02.2011 Further Kleeblatt Tanzturnier - Furth (GER)
06.03.2011 De Danser, Badhoevedorp (NED)
19.03.2011 2nd Asia Pacific Outgames, Wellington, NZ
26.03.2011 Zwolse ljsselcup, Zwolle

09.04.2011 LUST Cup, Munich

07.05.2011 Pinkballroom - Berlin

03.06.2011 Dortmund

02.07.2011 Zurich, CH

21.07.2011 Eurogames, Rotterdam

... and see the entire calendar and hyperlinks to
the competition sites on the ESSDA website:
http://www.essda.eu/calendar/calendar.htm

ESSDA BOARD — ELECTIONS’ RESULTS

The Board members up for re-election in 2010 after a period
of 2 years were: Vernon Kemp, Niels Menge and Thorsten
Reulen.
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Thorsten decided to restand but Vernon and Niels decided not
to run for re-election. Doerte Lange, our female co-president,
was re-elected last year but regrettably she resigned this
year. | personally take off my hat in gratitude to them. | think
you will join me in thanking them for their contribution to
ESSDA and the world of same-sex dancing.

That meant that there were three vacancies in the Board and
as there were three candidates:Ursula Hegglin, Mette Bugge
and Andrzej Selerowicz, they run opposed and therefore there
was no need for holding elections.

WELCOME THE NEW BOARD MEMBERS:

Ursula Hegglin - a passion for dancing

Dance has always been very important in my life. Starting at a
young age, I did ballet and modern. At 18 I started Latin and had
a licence for competitions. But I never competed and instead
went to the London Contemporary Dance School, where I
finished a three years Bachelor Degree in Dance.

In 2000 I discovered same sex dancing. Between the Eurogames
in Hannover 2001 and the Outgames in Copenhagen 2009, I
participated in different competitions. In 2009, I organized a
same sex dance competition in Zurich, Switzerland.

Even though I don’t compete actively anymore, 'm very
interested in encouraging a good quality and platform for same
sex dancing, which is why I would like to be part of the board of
ESSDA and work within ESSDA towards a good development of
same sex dancing.

Andrzej Selerowicz - born in Poland, living in Vienna,
Austria.

I have danced with my spouse, John Clark, since 1998
at many competitions (Ballroom and Latin).

I was the co-initiator of ESSDA and the Blue Danube
Cup, the first same-sex dancesport competition in
Austria.

Further, I am a member of the organizing committee of
the Austrian Open, one of the largest main-stream
dance competitions in the world. Thanks to this | have
many contacts amongst top dance couples, as well as
adjudicators, especially from Eastern Europe (I speak
several Slavic languages). Due to my strong contacts
with the Austrian Dancesport Federation | have learned
a lot about managing this sport.

By profession | am a marketing specialist. My goal for
ESSDA is to improve the organization of and promote
same-sex dancesport in Europe. My special interests
are journalism, technical rules, and international co-
operation.

Regards,
Andrzej

Mette Bugge i
Denmark

Statement to be
provided, check it out
soon at www.essda.eu

The Ball after the competition! The Unity Ball will
take place at the Maritim Hotel on Friday 6 August at
7pm... do not miss it!

Angel o is bloggingé our Secr
dancers in the UK and elsewhere, check it out for
news, pictures and stories ab
Dancesport Competition:
http://samesexdancing.blog.co.uk/

ESSDA needs a volunteer for this Sunday

On 8th August at 9am, the FGG will hold its Annual

Meeting. None of the board members can attend. If
you can attend on behalf of ESSDA, please contact

Angelo. Thanks.

NEWS in a nutshell

Last Waltz is the name of a documentary being filmed by
Australian TV. The crew is following Australian dancers
competing at the Gay Games.

Paris based dance association Les Gais Musette are
organizing a week-long dance workshop in the south of
France this summer 22-28 August and international dancers
are welcome: http://www.gaismusette.com/activites-
principales/les-stages/73-stage-de-danse-22-au-28-aout-
2010.html

ESSDA and NASSPDA are talking about calling big
competitions like the Gay Games or the Outgames “World
Championships of Same-Sex Dancesport”. An open
meeting has been called for 4pm on Friday 6 August. Further
info to be announced.

Thanks to all the members who responded to our appeal to
provide ESSDA with your registration number to the Games.
ESSDA has now received a credit of Euro 41 (USD 50) from
FGG towards fees for 2010-2011.

First Spanish competition for same-sex couples was
organised in Madrid last July. It is expected that many more
Spanish couples will join the competition floor after the great
success and interest generated.

Line Dance competition — a practise session has been
organised for 9.30pm on 3.08.2010 at Saal 3 (practise
floor in Hotel Maritim).
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