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Introduction

Purpose

The "ESSDA Dance Competition Rules EG08" for the dance competitions of the EuroGames 2008 have been set up to enable the organizers in Barcelona (which have no experience with same-sex dance competitions) to carry out EuroGames competitions of a high quality. These "ESSDA Dance Competition Rules EG08" consist of basic rules, implemental provisions and points of advice. They are pooling and updating existing sets of rules to a comprehensive compendium.

They were explicitly created for the EuroGames 2008 but can also serve for future EuroGames.

Moreover they will be developed to a more general set of ESSDA rules for other same-sex  competitions. This work will be done in the spirit of ESSDA and their goal to ensure a constant high standard for same-sex dance competitions in Europe.

Background

If a dance couple consists of a male and a female partner, IDSF resp. WDC Competition Rules can apply. Dance contests for same-sex couples are not covered by these   guidelines.

Some differences in comparison to the IDSF/WDC rules are:

a. A greater flexibility regarding principles of participation.

b. No fixed classes so far.

c. An elaborate classification system.

d. Allowance for no fixed function based on sex regarding 'leader' and 'follower' in, or between, dances.

e. Less distinction in age.

f. No restrictions in choreographies for lower classes.

g. Fewer clothing regulations.

h. No destinction between amateurs and professionals

The "ESSDA Dance Competition Rules" deal eminently with these particular characteristics. Among other things they are providing for the first time an extensive manual for a fair classification of couples which can be used for all other same-sex dance competitions as well without changes.

Rule 1
Application "ESSDA Dance Competition Rules"

Rule 1.1

These ESSDA  Dance Competition Rules apply to the dance competitions of the EuroGames 2008 and future EuroGames for women-only couples and men-only couples.

On the part of ESSDA they may also apply in excerpts to the dance competitions for mixed couples (competition categories 13-16) of the Eurogames 2008.

Rule 1.2

If a situation arises during a competition that is not covered by these rules, an appeal shall be made to the ESSDA chairperson. His/her decision is final.

Rule 2
General Rules of Participation

Rule 2.1 Registration responsibility

Couples are responsible for their own competition registration XE "registration"  and the payment XE "payment"  of any fee. Couples which have missed the registration deadline are not entitled to compete in the EuroGames. The organizer may enable registered persons to subscribe for additional competition categories after the registration deadline. Change of partners after registration deadline should be permitted by the organizers as long as both partners have registered for the EuroGames 2008 on time.

Rule 2.2 Liability

For general affairs of competition the terms and conditions of EuroGames 2008 ( resp. 2011 et seq.) as published on http://2008.eurogames.info apply. This includes e.g. protection of personal details, publicity (video registrations, TV coverage), personal insurance and medical care.

Rule 2.3 Drug abuse

Doping is strictly forbidden. Doping covers the use by, or distribution to, a dancer of substances in contravention of IOC rules.

Rule 2.4 Commercial use and advertisements

It is forbidden to undertake commercial activities in or around the dance venue without prior approval of the organizer. This includes the sale of any articles, distributing of brochures and advertisements on dance clothing which are exceeding the usual size.

Rule 3
Definitions: Couples, Partners, Admittance

Rule 3.1 Gender

A dance couple must  consist of two female partners or two male partners. In case of uncertainties regarding the decision if a competitor is male or female: National and International Sport Federation rules apply.

Rule 3.2 Admittance

The competitions are open to all levels of dancing from social dancers up XE "amateurs"  to a professional level XE "professionals"  without forerun qualification. Limitations in number can be appointed by the organizer due to capacity reasons.

Rule 3.3 Partners

All dances in one of the 12 competition categories (must be danced with the same partner XE "partner" . Different competition categories can be danced with different partners.

Rule 3.4 Role

The choice between the partners in the role of leader and/or follower is free. It can be the same in all dances or vary from dance to dance or change within the dances once or more.

Rule 3.5 Sexual Orientation

Being a LGBT multi sport event EuroGames are focussed on sports for LGBT athletes. Nevertheless the dance competitions of the EuroGames 2008 (et seq.) are welcoming and treating competitors of all sexual orientations equally.

Rule 3.6 Nationality

Couples of mixed nationality XE "nationality"  are allowed. Until further notice competitors will be quoted under their country of residence in publications and medal tables.

Rule 3.7 Origin

Non-European couples are allowed to attend the EuroGames 2008. 

ESSDA reserves the right to declare the dance competions of the EuroGames 2008 as European Championships 2008 retrospectively. In this case non-European participants will not be listed in the separate EC ranking.

Rule 4  Competition Categories (CC)

The EuroGames 2008 are offering following dance competition categories (CC):

1. ADULT WOMEN STANDARD

2. ADULT WOMEN LATIN

3. ADULT MEN STANDARD

4. ADULT MEN LATIN

5. SENIORS WOMEN STANDARD

6. SENIORS WOMEN LATIN

7. SENIORS MEN STANDARD

8. SENIORS MEN LATIN

9. ALLROUND ADULT WOMEN                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

10.  ALLROUND ADULT MEN

11.  ALLROUND SENIORS WOMEN

12.  ALLROUND SENIORS MEN

Furthermore (outside of authority of ESSDA):

      13. Adult Mixed Standard

      14. Adult Mixed Latin

      15. Senior Mixed Standard

      16. Senior Mixed Latin

The competition categories  9-12 will not be held as separate competitions. The ranking of theses categories will be extracted from the Standard and Latin competitions according to rule ????

Rule 4.1 Distinction by dance styles

There are two dance styles. Each of them contains of five dances.

1.:Standard, also called Modern Ballroom or Ballroom. (CC 1,3,5,7 and part I of CC  9-12):

Dances in following order: 

· Waltz, also called English Waltz XE "English Waltz"  or Slow Waltz XE "Slow Waltz" , (EW)

· Tango (TG) XE "Tango" 
· Viennese Waltz XE "Viennese Waltz"   (VW)

· Slow Foxtrot XE "Slow Foxtrot" , also called Slowfox (SF)

· Quickstep (QU)

 XE "Quickstep" 
2.:Latin American, also called Latin (CC 2,4,6,8 and part II of CC 9-12)

Dances in following order:: 

· Cha-cha-cha (CC) XE "Samba" 
· Samba (SB) XE "Cha-cha-cha" 
· Rumba (RB) XE "Rumba" 
· Paso Doble (PD) XE "Paso Doble" 
· Jive (JV) XE "Jive" 
Other styles  like for example Showdance, New Vogue, Tango Argentino  XE "Tango" , Country & Western, Salsa and Line dancing are not covered by these guidelines. 

  

Rule 4.2 Distinction by gender

In principle, separate judging and competitions for female couples (CC 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 11) and male couples (CC 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 12) are preferable. If the organizer wishes to present combined competitions for female couples and male couples due to any reason, this has to be coordinated with the ESSDA chairperson and should be clearly stipulated in all publicity prior to the competition

Rule 4.3 Distinction by age

Senior competitions (CC 5-8, 11, 12):

a. The sum of the age of both partners must be 80 years or over on the date of the competition. (needs to be anew discussed for further EG)

b. According to the number and division of senior couples, four or less different classes can be held. The organizer must state this in advance.

c. The senior couples are allowed to dance in the  Adult Standard or Latin American competitions (1-4, 9, 10) as well. Senior competitions and adult competitions can be danced with different partners.

Rule 4.4 Distinction by dance level

To achieve a fair contest, equally levelled couples must compete together in the same class. Four fixed international classes are defined (see Rule 6.1).

The competition categories 1-8 will be held in up to four classes depending of the number of registrations and the results of the classification rounds.

Rule 5  Classes

Four classes (= levels) have become established.

Number and names:

Class "A" (top level)

Class "B" (advanced level)

Class "C" (intermediate level)

Class "D" (social dancing level)

It is possible to carry out competition categories with less than four classes. This can be declared by the organizer after the end of registration or can be a result of the classification rounds.

The allocation of competitors into the different classes will be made according to the rules of classification (XXX).  The preference for a certain class which is stated by the couple at the registration is  merely a subordinated criterion for the grading (Rule ??)

Rule 6  Classification

Rule 6.1. Purpose 

There are no fixed classes in same-sex competition dancing so far. Hence it is necessary to hold one or two classification rounds before the proper competitions. The purpose of classification rounds, also called "separation rounds", is to separate all couples of the same average level to the same class. On the other hand an equal number of couples per class is no target of classification at all.

Rule 6.2 Obligation of attendance

All couples have to take part in all dances of all competition rounds.

Rule 6.3 Impartial judging

The couples are to be graded by the adjudicators independently from self-assessment or former results. 

Rule 6.4 Application of grading

Couples are graded separately for each competition category.

Rule 6.5 Self-assessment

Rule 6.5.1   Registration 

Each couple should state their preference for a competition class on the registration XE "registration"  form per dance style. Couples who are not experienced with same sex dance competitions should indicate roughly the expected entrance level of dancing.

Couples who are experienced with same-sex dance competitions are expected to register themselves consistently and fairly, based on personal experience and results

Rule 6.5.2  Usage

The self assessment of couples serves the purpose of

1. to enable the organizers to make up a rough timetable after the registration phase

2. to decide about the realisation of different classes after the registration phase

3. to mix the couples in the heats of the first classification round by-the-book

4. to get an additional criterion for the classification if the main rules for classification are not effective.

Rule 6.5.3.  Privacy

The self assessment of couples has to be kept under wraps by the organizer. It shall not be published before, during or after the competition. This includes indirect hints (e.g. distribution of start numbers) which could refer to stated preferences.

Rule 7 Dances, Music, Figures

Rule 7.1 Dances per round and class

The number of compulsory dances depends on the class. In general: the higher the

competition level, the higher the number of compulsory dances.

Round/Class                      Standard 
         Latin 


General Look:
           EW
         CC

Classification I :                 EW, TG, QU 
         CC, RB, JV 

Classification II:                 EW, QU 
         CC, JV 

D:                                       EW, TG, QU                 CC, RB, JV

C:                                       EW, TG, QU                 CC, RB, JV

B:
           EW, TG, SF, QU 
         CC, SB, RB,JV 

A: 
           EW, TG, VW, SF,QU    CC, SB, RB, PD, JV 

Rule 7.1.1 Additional dances 
Couples should be aware that the organizer and the adjudicators may choose to grade them to a higher class than they had estimated and stated. Therefore they may be obliged to dance an extra dance. If a couple is unable to dance one, or perhaps two additional dances, they will not be permitted to return to a lower class. Therefore all couples, except the genuine beginners, should be able to dance at least the basic steps of all dances mentioned per discipline. If a couple is not able to do so, with the result that they miss one or two dances, they will nevertheless be marked as having danced, and then with the lowest possible score for that particular dance. 

Rule 7.2.Tempi and durations per round

During the first classification round, all preliminary rounds and the final the tempi and duration may follow the following diagram:

Dance 
 Tempi (bars/minute)   
Duration (minutes)


Slow Waltz 
28-30 
1,5 - 2,0 

Tango 
31-33 
1,5 – 2,0 

Viennese Walzer 
58-60  
1,0 – 1,5 

Slowfox 
28-30 
1,5 – 2,0 

Quickstep 
50-52  
1,5 – 2,0 

Cha-Cha-Cha 
30-32 
1,5 – 2,0 

Samba 
50-52 
1,5 – 2,0 

Rumba 
25-27 
1,5 – 2,0 

Paso Doble 
60-62 
2.–3.Highlight 

Jive 
42-44 
1,0 – 1,5 

The dances of the General Look and the Second classification round shall be played shorter (approx. 1min) except of heats of the second qualification round which are following  enclosure XXX , rule YYY . 

The regulations regarding tempi and duration apply to both adults and seniors.

Rule 7.3 Prescribed Figures 

a. International style only, based on IDSF/WDC standards. Other dance styles such as free style dancing, American style dancing and Show dancing are not permitted.

b. Figures which might endanger or hinder other couples are not permitted.

c. Lifts are not permitted in either category. NOTE: A lift is any movement during which one of the dancers has both feet off the floor at the same time with the assistance or support of the partner and for a period longer than one bar.

d. Standard dancing: closed hold only, unless changing the position of leader and follower.

e. There are no figure restrictions for lower classes. All figures are allowed  in any class and in any round. 

Rule 8  Competition Dress

>>>Still Under Construction<<< 

Rule 9  Competition Officials

All officials are appointed by the organizer. The board of ESSDA has a right of proposal regarding the general chairperson.

The names of the officials should be announced at the competition and published in the program booklet. 

Rule 9.1 Competition Management

a. Technical Manager / Scrutineer

The (preferably licensed) technical manager of the tournament is responsible for all scrutinising functions of the tournament. This includes responsibilities such as the orderly formation of the adjudicators, the time schedules, the groupings, the number of rounds and the number of couples qualified for each class resp. round. She/he is also responsible for the recording of votes and voting ballots. 

It is strongly recommended that the scrutineer is assisted by some capable assistants/volunteers.

b. General Chairperson:

The general chairperson's function is to guarantee the course of the tournament according to ESSDA rules and guidelines when unexpected events or problems occur. He/she is available for support if he/she is asked for by the scrutineer and has the authority to make decisions on matters not covered by these guidelines and on all other matters or situations arising. His/Her decision (if necessary after consultations) is final.

He/she has the authority to exclude dance couples from a competition category or from the entire contest. Possible reasons for exclusion are: 
Indecent behaviour, unsports(wo)manlike conduct, refusal for promotion or demotion regarding classes, willful skipping of the General Look and medical reasons.

c. Speaker(s):

One or two speakers present the tournament. Her/his/their main function is to announce the dances and the competitor numbers, to supervise the music. He/she/they are responsible for the running and progress of the competition. English should be used as main language. Additional languages can be used if possible within the time schedule.

Rule 9.2. Competition Desk:

There has to be a competition desk available during the contests continuously. This desk will serve the following functions:

a. An initial registration XE "registration"  point for each couple on arrival.

b. The supply of participants' competition numbers and timetables together with lists of all competing couples per competition category with their respective competition numbers, first name, family name, gender, city, country and, where applicable, the name of dance club .

c. An interface between participants and the competition management for passing on last minute changes or cancellations.

d. An interface between participants and the competition management for hints and complains regarding the current competition.

e. An information point for answering any questions and, as well as a collection and distribution point for information.

f. To deliver certificates to non-finalists.

Rule 9.3 Adjudicators

Rule 9.3.1  Function, Task

a. The judging by the adjudicators will be based on international standards and  the additional judging criteria of the  "ESSDA Dance Competition Rules EG08".

b. The task of the adjudicators is to execute instructions given by the competition management.

c. The adjudicators shall mark impartially at all times.

d. The adjudicators' decision will be final.

Rule 9.3.2  Quantity and panel composition

a. The total number of adjudicators shall be 9  at least of which several panels are composed. 

b. The number of members of one panel of adjudicators must be 7 for any competition category and class. The competitions of the A class may be held with 9 adjudicators.

c. More than 50% of a panel of adjudicators must be from abroad. At this the country of residence is decisive. No more than two adjudicators of a panel should come from the same country. Exception: Up to 3 adjudicators of a panel may come from the hosting country.

d. The same panel is responsible for a complete competition category from the General Look to the Classification rounds to the Finals of all classes.

e. A chairperson of adjudicators can be appointed to oversee judging and recording of marks in order to assist the technical manager. 

Rule 9.3.3 Qualifications:

a. The adjudicators should have at least two of the following three qualifications:
-A (high) licence for judging from an official dance sport association.
-Active or former international tournament dancer in mixed competitions on top level or former tournament dancer in same-sex competitions on top level

-Having judged at least two same-sex competitions before.

Exceptions from these criteria can be made in coordination with ESSDA in certain circumstances.

b. It is not permissible to be an adjudicator if she/he also competes in any of the  dance competitions of the EuroGames 2008.

c. Adjudicators are not allowed to judge their life partner or close family relatives. 

Rule 9.3.4 Judging Criteria

>>>Under Construction<<< (will probably follow generally international regulations  plus mentioning of role change and aspects of partnering)

Rule 10
Tournament's Course

Rule 10.1 Before the Start

a. Warming up: Before the start of each competition category, the dance floor should be available for the participants of the following CC  to warm up. Warming up times can be combined for two or more CC if useful. This has to be clearly announced.

It is recommended to offer a short additional warming up for the classes B and A with the dances which are neither performed in the Classification rounds nor in the classes D or C.

b. Each couple should report to the competition desk at least 15 min before the published start time of their competition category in order to confirm registration and to receive their start number. 

c. After all couples have arrived or 15 min before the published start time the competition management is allowed to draw up the heats for the General Look and the Classification Round which have to be hanged out

Rule 10.2 Mode (general)

Each competition category  will have the same system of successive components:

1. General Look 

2. Classification rounds

2.1. First classification round

2.2. Second classification round 

3. Competition Rounds

3.1. First competition round (optional in the case of a small class)

3.2. Second competition round (optional)

3.3. Semi Final (optional)

3.4. Final

Rule 10.3 Heats (general)

All rounds, with the exception of the final, may be contested in more than one heat.  The technical manager shall determine the exact number of heats for each round. Between two heats of a CC it is not allowed to run a heat of another CC. Exception: alternating finals of the same dance level.

Rule 10.4 Rounds

The rounds have to be held in the order named under 10.2. Between two rounds of a CC it is allowed to run a round of another CC.

Rule 10.4.1 General Look

Before the classification rounds, the CC has to be started with a General Look. 

Rule 10.4.1.1 Purpose

In this round the panel of adjudicators does not judge, but has the opportunity to make an overview and impression of the available qualities. 

Rule 10.4.1.2 Mode of Heats

See rule 10.4.2.1

Rule 10.4.1.3 Obligation to attend

Although being a round without judging the general look is an essential part of the competition. All couples have to attend. 

Rule 10.4.2 First Classification Round

Rule 10.4.2.1 Mode of Heats

All couples are to be merged into the necessary number of heats. Couples who have registered for the D class must not be placed into the same heat(s) with couples who have registered for the A class. This will generate two types of heats (D-C-B and C-B-A) in most cases. The order of heats is not mandatory. Before or during the round is not allowed to announce if a D-C-B or a C-B-A heat will be next.

The drawing of heats has to be made separately for every dance. The first dance of the first competition round can be carried out in the same heats as the General Look.

The first heat of the first classification round may not start until the General Look has  been finished completely. All couples must have danced their first dance before the second dance will be started with its first heat.

Rule 10.4.2.2 Obligation to attend

In order to be graded into one of the classes A-D every couple has to dance the first classification round and has to receive a mark in every dance by all adjudicators. If a couple misses one or more dances of the first classification round it will be disqualified and will not be listed in the overall result as it could not be graded. The couple does not receive the lowest possible mark (1) or a “0” in this case.

If a couple has to break off one or more dances it depends on the fact if the adjudicators have already given their marks to the couple or not. If all marks have been given the couple will be classified. Otherwise it has to be disqualified.

The chairman is authorized to enable couples to make up for missed or broken off dances during the first classification round or immediately after it.

Rule 10.4.2.3 Judging System

The performance of every couple in every dance must be marked by the adjudicators according to the probable number of classes:

a. If four classes are planned: 1 point for D - Class, 3 points for C - Class, 5 points for B - Class,  7 points for A - Class, 

b. If three classes are planned:  1 point for the lowest lass, 3 points for the intermediate class, 5 points for the highest class

c. If two classes are planned: 1 point for the lower lass, 3 points for the higher class,

Rule 10.4.2.4  Calculation

The points of the individual couples are added per dance. The provisional classes for the second classification round follow from the given points and their allocation according to enclosure XXX (to be added very soon)

Rule 10.4.3 Second Classification Round

Rule 10.4.3.1 Mode of Heats

The aim of the Second Classification round is to review the results of the first classification round. The couples are graded into heats which represent the later levels A-D. The number of heats in the second classification round depends on the number of couples per provisional class.   

Rule 10.4.3.2 Obligation to attend

If a couple misses one or more dances of the second classification round it will be disqualified and will not be listed in the overall result as it could not be graded definitely. The same applies to couples who are on the floor for less than 30sec in one or more dances.

The chairman  is authorized to enable couples to make up for missed or broken off dances during the second classification round or immediately after it.

Rule 10.4.3.3 Judging System

The adjudicators only note if they want to upgrade or to downgrade certain couples from their provisional class to the next higher or next lower final class. Therefore it is possible and allowed that the adjudicators write down nothing at all in this round. 

Rule 10.4.3.4  Calculation

If a majority of the highest possible number of marks is requiering an up- or downgrade the concerned couple will be transferred to the next higher resp. lower class for the first competition round.

Rule 10.4.4 Competition Rounds

All couples who have been graded into one of the classes (A-B-C-D) will be listet in the overall result. Couples who are withdrawing before the competition rounds start will not be disqualified. They stay in the competition but will certainly receive no marks in the first competition round if they do not attend. Same applies to couples who are missing or skipping one or more dances.

A withdrawal before a final leads to a last place in all dances of the final. Couples who are missing, skipping or breaking off one or more dances of the final will receive the last place in the pertaining dances.

Rule 10.4.4.1 Implementic provisions

After the classification round(s) the proper competition will start, commencing with the lowest class. 

All rounds held after the classification are primarily following the rules of national and international mainstream dance sport organisations. Usage of cross system for preliminary rounds and semi finals. Usage of skating system for finals.

a. Cross System: During the first and further competition rounds and the semi finals, the adjudicators must use the "cross system" (closed selecting classification by cross signs for the several dances). The quantity of cross signs/cross votes must be noted on the ballot. The cross votes for all dances of a couple must be added. The classes follow from this resulting order.

b. Skating System: During the finals the "skating system" must be employed (rank qualification by majority classification). The couples must be classified after every dance with rank numbers (1 for the first, 2 for the second, etc.). The rank for every dance must be decided by an absolute majority of the classifications delivered. The ranks of the dances must be added. If there is a tie for first place after skating, another final must be danced. 

Rule 10.4.4.2 Course

a. First competition round: The couples are dancing in (preferably changing) heats.


b. Further competition rounds /Semi finals:
If necessary the number of couples has to be reduced in further rounds until it will be between 6 and 12 (semi final). 

c. Finals:
No more than 6 couples should participate in the finals, but if more than 6 couples qualify, the technical manager will determine the number of participants.

Open judging is possible for the finals of the A class.

Two finals of different dance styles can be combined and the dances of these finals can be presented alternately.

Rule 10.4.4.3. small classes

If the number of couples per class is 6 or less, the Technical Manager has the right to choose between following modes:

-the couples are dancing a presentation round without judging instead of a competition round (recommended )

-the couples are dancing a regular first competition round

-the couples are dancing no competition round but a double finale

-the couples are passing directly from the classification rounds to the finals (only recommended in cases of high time pressure) 

Rule 10.4.4.4. upgrading of a winning couple

[do we want to allow winning couples to take part in the next higher class as a reward in the future?]

Rule 10.5 Victory Ceremony

a. For CC 1-8: The victory ceremony should be held shortly after the pertaining final.

b. For CC 9-12:  The victory ceremony should be held directly after the final score is certain

c. Numbers, names and country of the finalists must be announced in reverse order ending with the winner.

d. Winners, runners-up and second runners-up will receive a medal and a certificate per person. 

e. Non-finalists are not honoured in public but can collect a certificate at the competition desk.

f. Performance of an honorary dance should be offered to all gold medal winners. This can be a shared performance for winners of more than one class.

Rule 10.6  Results

The scrutineer and her/his team will hang out printouts of the results as soon as a class has been finished (incl. prize presentation).

The detailed results have to be published in the internet as soon as possible (within some days after the competition).

Rule 10.7  Finalization

The competition documents have to be handed over to the General Chairperson who will pass on them to ESSDA for archiving 

The General Chairperson has to add a report about extraordinary occurrences to the competition documents if there is a good reason for it.

Enclosures (to be added)

Enclosure I (provisional)  describes the method of grading after the first classification round in order to dispense the competition officials from any decision which is not covered by rules yet. It is devided up into a theoretical background and a guide for practical  usage.  With this new method every result of a first classification round leads to a binding grading. There is no longer a personal influence of the competition officials. The text is unfortunately not yet translated into English. For those of you who can understand German I add the guide for practical usage which has been developed for the EuroGames 2008 and was already tested successfully during the German International Championships 2008 and the Berlin Open 2008.

Enclosure II (provisional) describes the procedure how to calculate the allround results (CC9-12) from the results of the standard and latin competitions. It is also not translated yet. So it is in German, too.



