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Part I: ESSDA’s Outreach Committee

i. Introduction

The Outreach Committee was created in October 2009, in order to focus attention on those countries where same-sex dancesport is emerging and to encourage s-s competitive dancing across Europe.
 

The Outreach Committee Chair (COC) is Angelo Berbotto, who is currently ESSDA’s General Secretary.

The COC periodically updates the Board on the work and developments of the Committee. 

ii. Composition

Initially, the following individuals were contacted to participate in the Committee, some were known beforehand by the COC, others were suggested by other Board members.  The following individuals contacted by the COC, accepted the invitation to join the OC:  

1. Antonio  – competitive dancer, Barcelona, Spain. 
First s-s dancing competition: Barcelona Eurogames 2008, regular competitor in the s-s ever since.  
2. Milan  & David – competitive dancers, Prague, Czech Republic.  
Competitive mainstream dancers in the Czech Republic.  Winners of men’s Latin A in Copenhagen 2009.  
3. Csaba – competitive dancer, Budapest, Hungary.
Regular s-s competitor in men’s standard A. Chair of the same-sex division of the Hungarian LGBT sports association, in ATLASZ LGBT SC.  
4. Andrzej –  same-sex dancing promoter, Vienna, Austria (and numerous contacts in Eastern Europe).

The following were contacted by the COC and either have not replied or have stated that they are not able to work in the OC:  

5. Les Gaies Musette – LGBT dancing association, Paris, France.
Contact: gaismusette@online.fr 

6. Marco  – dance teacher, Barcelona, Spain.
Marco and Meritxell run a dance school that trained female couples (beginner’s level) and brought them to the Fun Competition in London (Dec 2007 and Oct 2008).  
7. Petra – dance teacher and competitive dancer, Girona, Spain.
Petra and Victor run a dance school that teaches s-s dancing
8. Nicola  – chairperson BalloRoMo, Rome, Italy.
Nicola is an experienced dancer, having lived in the UK and the US for many years. Upon relocating in Rome, founded with Angelo Berbotto a club for s-s dancers.  


9. Andrea – chairperson CapoGiro, Milan, Italy.
Andrea has been involved in s-s dancing for many years, having discovered it in the Netherlands.  He has danced in s-s competitions for many years on-and-off, always with non-Italian partners.  In late 2008 he started a s-s dancing club in Milan.  
The individuals listed above were requested to suggest someone else from their country in the event that they could not commit themselves.  Also, they were asked to provide any contacts they may have had in any other countries where same sex dancing is developing.

The contacts were told that at this initial stage, the OC was considering communication through email and possibly a meeting scheduled at the next Gay Games in Cologne.  It was further stated that the workload was expected to be very light.
The following individuals were contacted at a later stage and subsequently joined the OC:

10. Francesca - same sex dancer, Novara, Italy.



11. Andrej Habjan -  same-sex dancer, Ljubljana, Slovenia.
Andrej runs a same-sex dancing club in Ljubljana and danced with his partner at Copenhagen 2009. 

12. Remy – same-sex dancer, Paris, France.  Remy has been involved in the s-s dancing scene and in  http://www.gaismusette.com/ for many years. he has had to resign from the committee and has been replaced by Jean-François 
13. Santra and Piia  – same-sex couple from Tampere, Finland.  They train beginners and regularly compete in women’s ballroom A and women’s Latin C  -   

iii. Aims of ESSDA’s Outreach Committee

The aims of the Outreach Committee are:
1-   To establish links between ESSDA and those European countries which are still developing s-s dancing and that do not have a national representative body,

2-   To encourage cross-communication and exchange of ideas,

3-   To develop strategies to raise the profile of s-s competitive dancing in those countries where s-s competitive dancing is a new sport,

 

4-   To find creative ways of bringing more social dancers to the competitive dance floor.


iv. Outreach Committee’s current projects 

The OC is presently working on its first project.  This involves compiling a country-by-country report on the status of s-s dancing in the emerging s-s dancing countries.

This document was inspired by an article of Andrzej -- The Magic Word “Outreach”,  the full document can be viewed at Andrzej’s blog: http://members.tripod.com/rainbow_dancers/
The following Outreach Committee delegates are involved in the compilation of the Report:

1. Antonio  – Spain; 


2. Milan & David –  Czech Republic;  

3. Csaba –  Hungary;

4. Andrzej–   Austria, Poland and Slovakia;

5. Francesca -  Italy;
6. Andrej -  Slovenia;


7. Piia and Santra – Finland;


8. Jean-François  – France.

9. Ursula – Switzerland.

The delegates have been asked:

a.  Where there was some information on the draft about their country, to check the accuracy of the statements and to amend, correct and add information.

b. Where there was no information on the draft about their country, to write down a statement about their country. 

It is hoped that the country-by-country report will provide an overview of the situation of same-sex dancing and same-sex competitive dancing in each country.  This will allow the committee members to:

a. Pause and reflect on the situation of each committe member’s country;


b. Learn about the situation in other countries where same-sex dancing is emerging;


c. Avoid making assumptions on where same-sex dancing is at in other countries.

By having a document setting out the state of ESSDA Outreach at March 2010, ESSDA will be better placed  to:

1. better assess any progress made at a later stage, and


2. think about best ways of implementing the aims of ESSDA’s Outreach Committee having a clearer picture of the challenges each country faces.
Part II: Ideas developed by the OC for the consideration of the ESSDA Board


The OC delegates have considered the situation of s-s dancing in their countries of residence, they have thought about the challenges faced by dancers who enter in s-s dancing competition or who would like to do so.  The suggestions below are the result of a collective brainstorming exercise.

i. Grants / Fee exemption

One of the areas which concern OC delegates is the cost associated to registering in s-s dancing competitions.

A distinction must be made between (1) exclusively s-s dancing competition and (2) s-s dancing competition within a larger sporting event (specifically Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games).

Events in category (1) usually impose affordable registration fees.  However, it is considered that nonetheless, in some cases, dancers travelling long distances and coming from emerging countries could benefit from:

a. Receiving a grant to cover full or partial registration fees, or


b. Being exempted from registration fees.

What can ESSDA do?

ESSDA could write to competition organisers across Europe and:

1. Raise the issue that ESSDA has now created an OC to assist and work with countries where s-s dancing is emerging;


2. Raise awareness amongst competition organisers about the financial hardship experienced by some dancers coming from emerging countries;


3. Ask competition organisers to consider ways to assist this small number of dancers either by considering (a) or (b) above, or other ways of providing relief to emerging countries’ competitive dancers interested in participating in their competition.

Events in category (2) usually impose high registration fees, very often making these large s-s dancing competitions unaccessible to dancers from emerging countries.

It is understood that the organisers of Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games usually provide some sort of financial assistance.

What can ESSDA do?

ESSDA could write to the organisers  of the Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games and:

1. Raise the issue that ESSDA has now created an OC to assist and work with countries where s-s dancing is emerging;


2. Raise awareness amongst the organisers  of the dancing competitions of the Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games about the financial hardship experienced by some dancers coming from emerging countries;


3. Ask the organisers  of the Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games dancing competitions to consider ways to assist this small number of dancers either by:


a. Providing grants to cover full or partial registration fees,


b. Exempting applicants from emerging countries from paying registration fees,


c. Publicising in advance the criteria of eligibility for (a) or (b),


d. Identifying other sources of assistance to emerging countries’ competitive dancers interested in participating in these competitions.

ii. Accommodation

Related to point (i) above, accommodation is also a concern for dancers from emerging countries planning to compete at events outside their country of residence.

It is acknowledged that much has been done in this area by most of the competition organisers across Europe.  However, ESSDA could still assist in ensuring that competitions across Europe consider this issue.

What can ESSDA do?

ESSDA could write to the organisers  of same-sex dancing competitions across Europe to:

1. Raise the issue that ESSDA has now created an OC to assist and work with countries where s-s dancing is emerging;


2. Remind competition organisers  of  the financial hardship experienced by some dancers coming from emerging countries;


3. Remind competition organisers of the fact that hosted accommodation dramatically reduces the expense of travelling to competitions;


4. Requesting competition organisers to give priority in terms of accommodation to dancers from emerging countries.

iii. Visibility 

a. Delegates expressed that in many cases, visibility of same-sex dancing is very limited in their countries of residence.  Therefore, other LGBT dancers may not be aware of the existence of s-s dancing competitions.  Even if they are, they may not know where to train and who to approach.  In this sense,  the delegates are of the view that some sort of audiovisual resource, such as a DVD or even a 10min video clip uploaded onto youtube, containing competition’s highlights would be a valuable educational resource.  Apart from its marketing use, it could be shown to potential coaches and judges in order to see for themselves the format and specific characteristics of s-s dancing competitions.


b. Likewise, in some LGBT events such as conferences, meetings, Pride parades, culture festivals, carnival balls, etc. there is the need for entertainment.  ESSDA is especially placed to assist in these events.

What can ESSDA do?

ESSDA could assist in one or more of the following ways:

In terms of (a):

1. Writing to the Gay Sporting Federations or some other organisation and making them aware of the need for a DVD.


2. Asking the organisations in (1) if they could refer ESSDA to any other organisations that may assist with this Project.


3. Explaining to the potential partner  (Gay Sporting Federations or some other organisation) the advantages of such a resource in terms of:


a. The potential of a DVD to increase the profile of s-s dancing within the mainstream dancing  community at large,


b. The potential of a DVD for raising awareness within the LGBT community of s-s dancing as a sport,


c. The value of a DVD as a training tool for potential participants (dancers, judges, stewards, etc) of s-s dancing events.


4. Asking any private individuals, photographers, etc (perhaps through a mail-out to ESSDA membership) if they would be interested in carrying out this Project (filming, producing and selling/distributing such a DVD).


5. Ideally, this Project should take off in the next 6 to 12 months.

In terms of (b) ESSDA could:

1. Ask members who of them would like to be in a list of couples willing to perform cabaret (the “performance” list) and other acts at events;


2. ESSDA could write to LGBT organisations across Europe and tell them about the availability of dancers to do demonstrations and cabaret acts;


3. When an organisation passes a request of interest for dancers at an event to ESSDA, ESSDA could send an email to all the ESSDA members in the “performance” list to tell them about the request and the dancers could contact the interested organisation themselves.

 

iv. Competition on-site liaison 


Delegates to ESSDA’s OC have turned their minds to some things that could be done to retain and support dance couples from “exotic” countries that turn up to competitions.  There are reports of couples that have competed from Bulgaria and Greece that have disappeared as swiftly as they appeared on the scene, with no trace of them anywhere to be found.

What can ESSDA do?

ESSDA could assist in one or more of the following ways:

1. Writing to competition organisers beforehand and letting them know about ESSDA’s OC, asking them to let ESSDA’s OC if they have received any registration from couples from countries that are new to s-s dancing.  Making arrangements for an ESSDA board member to meet and greet the competitors or putting them in touch with the OC.


2. Writing to competition organisers beforehand and asking them if they would read out some brief ESSDA announcements during the competition.  The announcements should be short and identify an ESSDA person at the competition that could be contacted by new competitors.


3. Writing to competition organisers beforehand and asking them if they could make available a blackboard for ESSDA.  Announcements could be displayed there and times when an ESSDA member would be available could be indicated on the board.  


4. Writing to competition organisers beforehand and asking them if they would authorise to the distribution of ESSDA material / newsletter at the competition.


5. Writing to competition organisers before hand and asking them if they would authorise the placing of an ESSDA banner / flag.  This would increase visibility of ESSDA and prompt non-members to inquire as to the the existence and doings of ESSDA.
 

Part III: Summary and conclusion

This document sets out the aims, composition and current work of ESSDA’s Outreach Committee (part I) in advancing the interests of same-sex competitive dancers from countries where s-s dancesport is an emerging discipline.

Part II lists the main concerns of dancers from emerging countries, which are:

1. Financial:  (points (i) and (ii)).  It is submitted that although ESSDA does not currently have the financial means to support dancers, it does however possess  the necessary contacts and standing as the European Association representing same-sex dancesport,  to advocate on behalf of dancers in order to secure affordable registration to competitions and free accommodation.


2. Visibility: the two recommendations are considered to be crucial steps into bringing same-sex dancing to the forefront and raising its profile in emerging and consolidated s-s dancing countries.


3. Tangible presence:  it is submitted that for ESSDA’s mission to be achieved vis-à-vis  dancers from emerging countries, tangible presence at s-s dancing competitions needs to be a reality.  This will of course bring benefits to the membership at large and it is not limited to dancers from emerging countries.

In conclusion, having reviewed the above, we ask the ESSDA Board to consider the above and to act upon these recommendations by voting on the following PROPOSITIONS:

PART IV: Propositions for the vote of Board Members

Proposition 1

ESSDA to write to competition organisers across Europe to tell them that:

1. ESSDA has now created an OC to assist and work with countries where s-s dancing is emerging;


2. Some dancers coming from emerging countries experience financial hardship in trying to attend competitions
 

3. Invite competition organisers to consider ways to assist dancers from emerging s-s dancing countries to attend competitions.

Proposition 2

ESSDA to write to the organisers  of the Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games to tell them that

1. ESSDA has now created an OC to assist and work with countries where s-s dancing is emerging;


2. Some dancers coming from emerging countries experience financial hardship in trying to attend the dancing competitions of the Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games;


3. Ask the organisers  of the Gay Games, Out Games and Euro Games dancing competitions to consider ways to assist this small number of dancers either by:


a. Providing grants to cover full or partial registration fees,


b. Exempting applicants from emerging countries from paying registration fees,


c. Publicising in advance the criteria of eligibility for (a) or (b),


d. Identifying other sources of assistance to emerging countries’ competitive dancers interested in participating in these competitions.


e. Keeping ESSDA informed of any opportunities for scholarships and the criteria for these.

Proposition 3

Related to proposition (1) above, ESSDA to write to the organisers of same-sex dancing competitions across Europe to:

1. Raise the issue that ESSDA has now created an OC to assist and work with countries where s-s dancing is emerging;


2. Remind competition organisers  of  the financial hardship experienced by some dancers coming from emerging countries;


3. Remind competition organisers of the fact that hosted accommodation dramatically reduces the expense of travelling to competitions;


4. Request competition organisers to give priority in terms of accommodation to dancers from emerging countries.

Proposition 4

ESSDA to review (once the board has seen) the DVD that Andrzej and others have been working on and to consider the issue of distribution.


Proposition 5

ESSDA to write to the Gay Sporting Federation, GLISA and FGG,  or some other organisation to explain to them the need for a DVD and to ask for their assistance.


Proposition 6

ESSDA to tell all members of ESSDA that ESSDA is compiling a list of couples willing to perform cabaret and demonstration dances (the “performance” list) in order to send to any event organiser requesting s-s dancers to perform in their event.  ESSDA to ask dancers who want to join this list to to provide their email, dancing experience and styles their location and how far they are willing to travel (in country of residence only or abroad as well) so that it can be emailed to any prospective event organisers.


Proposition 7

ESSDA to establish a system to retain newcomers by:

1. writing to competition organisers beforehand and letting them know about ESSDA’s OC and asking them to let any couples from countries that are new to s-s dancing registered to their competition about  ESSDA’s Outreach Committee;


2. writing to competition organisers beforehand and asking them if they would read out some brief ESSDA announcements during the competition.  The announcements should be short and identify an ESSDA person at the competition that could be contacted by new competitors.


3. writing to competition organisers beforehand and asking them if they could make available a blackboard for ESSDA.  Announcements could be displayed there and times when an ESSDA member would be available could be indicated on the board.  


4. Writing to competition organisers beforehand and asking them if they would authorise to the distribution of ESSDA material / newsletter at the competition.


5. Writing to competition organisers before hand and asking them if they would authorise the placing of an ESSDA banner / flag.  This would increase visibility of ESSDA and prompt non-members to inquire as to the existence and work of ESSDA.
 

 ESSDA’s Outreach Committee:

Angelo Berbotto COC
Jean-François– France
Antonio – Spain; 
Csaba  –  Hungary;
Francesca -  Italy;
Andrej -  Slovenia;
Milan & David –  Czech Republic;
Piia  and Santra  – Finland; and
Andrzej –   Austria, Poland and Slovakia.
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